Ol 


PERJURY DISPLAY'D. 


To IAMEE 
NARRATIVE of the CASE 


Of THE LATE 


Deputy Comptroller of SUNDERLANDs 


es | TS 
CausEs of his DisM1$$S10N, 


AND THE 


Proceedings upon an Aon tried at the late 


 Aﬀizes held at DuRHAM. 


| Wherein is Contained | 


. 
Q js” 


LAND, of the Lofles the REevenuz and 
ExcurQUER have ſuſtained by PERJuRY, 
and of ſome other pernicious Effes and 
_ Conſequences of that heinous Crime. 


' With ſeveral other intereſting Particulars, 


 — t_— " 
a wt a. 


Laomedontes ſentis Perjuria Gentis. V1RG. 


: Magna eft Veritas, et prevalebit. 


££--Q1-N:--D 0:47 > 


Printed for A. Moos, near ST Pav vy/y. 
M, DCC, LI. 


d-7 . 
AE r : 
& } | 
* 5 
x % : Pl q 
a; . s ®, on © © 
{ ; . IFY 
} . $ aig 
; . } | * "4 


- Some Account of the Trade of SUnDER- 


2 


PB poet | : þ 
®, FF TI 


| kf Pas alt 7 cos ale Sat ho, LOCO 


L 
; 
' 
/ 


= - - 
, »y ” o » - 
© —RGR Ry ee Rag es... mm—omers 8 es wee: 299 "r . 4 ſ ERC " WM 
_ = Wi. wo Þ; Ke 
7 


LY En. 


Ae *y 


THE 


PREFACE. 


-4 HESE few pages arc publiſhed at this junc- 


| ture, in order to illuſtrate and explain a_ 


_ caue tried at the late aſſizes at Durham, which, as 


It was a very uncommon one, was ſo puzzled and 
confounded, that it was next to impoſſible for either 


the judge, the Jury, or any body elſe, thoroughly 
_ to underſtand it; and alſo to expole the baſe means 
uſed to gain a verdict. 


They: are alſo intended to vindicate an oficer, 


_ againſt whom, diſmiſſion, and the lols of a lawſuit, 


may probably raiſe ſtrong prejudices. Many peo: 


ple judge by events, jump into concluſtons, and 
condemn or applaud men, juſt as good or ill fuc- 


ceſs attends them. Such people it 1s proper to 


_ difabuſe : the native ſimplicity, and perſuaſive force 


of truth are ſuch, that, as they never can be pertect- 


ly imitated, ſo neither can they be ultimately over- 


power*'d by the moſt ſpetious falſhood ; and we 
don't doubt but it will ſatisfactorily appear, that a 
faithful and diligent diſcharge of his duty was the 
real occaſion and origin of "this officer's diſmiſltion, 


» that the cauſe was cain'd by falſe evidence. 


It may alfo be of publick utility to expoſe a ſcenz 
of the moſt-cool, wilful, and habitual perjury, that 


' Perhaps ever ſubliſted in this or any other nation. 


Perjury is a very heinous, and a very formidable 


crime, and, in this nation, I'm afraid, 1s become a 


Very COMmmon one. Many have loſt their proper- 


+ HG PREFACE 
ties, many their reputations, ſome their lives, by 
the perjury of witneſſes in the courts of juſtice; 
The legiſlature hath already made ſome new pro- 
viſions to prevent the growth of a crime, ſo dan- 


\  gerous to ſociety, and, perhaps, may add ſomething 


_ turther; for what dangers may not be apprehended 
from men accuſtomed to perjury, when they are 
actuated by malice, or inflamed by rage! 


has the leaſt tendency to prejudice the regular, fair, 
and lawful trade, of any town. Nor is it without 
the greateſt reluCtance, that I now undertake to com- 
municate to the publick, the unfair, and ungenerous 
proceedings of 50 or 60 perſons, as many of them 
were probably conſtrained, miſled, or deceived, and 
as the beſt and worthieſt amongſt them ate, ſince 
this officer's diſmiſſion, become his very good 
friends ; but as ſome ſtill continue their outrages, 
add inſult to inſult, and. injury to injury, he would 
be wanting to himſelf, to his reputation, and to the 
publick, it, after the late ſhocking treatment he has 
met with, he were to keep filence any longer. He has 
endured a ſeries of undeſerved calumnies for three 
years, with exemplary patience : JFuvenal had not 
io much reaſon to cry out, — Nunguamne reponam? 


Per- 


” Far be it from me to ſay or do any thing that 


Perury diſplay d, 8c. 


| OR the better underſtanding the following 
narrative it will be neceſſary to premiſe a 
few curſory obſervations upon the trade of 0; 
Sunderland ; the legal regulations under which it is 
' allow'd to be carried on, the fees due to the officers 
{ of the cuſtoms according to theſe regulations, and . - 
the irregularities and illegal proceedings of ſome 
| perſons concerned in the ſaid trade. 7 
2. The trade of Sunderland conſiſts chiefly in the 
| exportation of coals : about 140,000 chaldrons, of 
53 hundred weight each, are annually ſhipp'd there, 
, Whereof about 20 or 25,000 are carried to foreign 
| markets, and the remainder to various parts of the 
{| Kingdom for home conſumption. The duty on 
\ coals exported to foreign parts is 6s. the chaldron 
\ of 53 hundred weight, whdch by law ought to be 
{ Paid down at the port of exportation before the 
coals are ſhipp*'d : the duty upon coals carrjed coaſt- 
| wiſe, 7. e. from Sunderland to any other part of the 
kingdom is 5 s. the Winchefter chaldron (21 where- 
of are equal to 11 Sunderland chaldrons of 53 hun-, 
| dared weight) which duty is to be paid or ſecured at 
the port or place of delivery before the coals arg 
dehvered.. ET Rs ns 
| 3. To prevent therefore the exportation of coals 
to foreign parts, under pretence of carrying them 
f coaſtwiſe, and by that means defrauding the crown 
| of the overſea duty, the laws of the kingdom have 
ordained, that when a maſter of a ſhip takes in a 
cargo of coals, in order to carry it to ſome other 
part of the kingdom, he ſhall become bound to his 
majeſty, with a ſufficient ſecurity, ip the value of the 
B Fpals, 
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/ 
; coals, to deliver them in ſome part of Great Bri- 
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tain, and to produce a proper certificate of ſuch 
delivery to the officers of the cuſtoms at Sunderland 
within 6 months after the date of the bond, other- 
wiſe the bond to be forfeited. This bond is called 
n: , and Whenever any maſter of a ſhip 
loading coals enters into ſuch a bond at the cuſtom- 
Houſe, with ſome other ſufficient ſurety, a little 
parchment certificate of the quantity of coals on 
board his veſſel is delivered to him by the officers 
E .- of the cuſtoms at Sunderland, to be produced to the 
officers at the port where he may happen to deliver 
them. This little parchment is called a coaſt cocquet. 
The entering into the bond and granting the cocquet 
| | is called clearing coaſtwiſe, and the lawful fees due 
| to the officers at Sunderland for the bond and coc- 
quet are 5 ſhillings. 
| 4. When coals are intended to be carried to fo- 
rcign parts, the law dire&s, that before any coals 
| are ſhipp'd, an entry be made at the cuſtomhouſe 
| _ of the quantity intended to be carried overſea, and 
the duty of 6s. the chaldron paid for. the ſame, 
and that when the ſhip is loaded, the maſter come 
| to the cuſtomhouſe and make oath to the true quan- 
| tity taken on board, and that he will take no more 
on board without acquainting the officers : this is 
called reporting outwards, and when this is done, a - 
[mall writing upon parchment under the hands and 
ſ-als of the officers 1s granted to the maſter, certi- 
fying, that he has paid his majeſty's overſea duty 
tor ſuch a quantity of coals, and then he is at liber- 
ty to proceed upon his voyage. The fees due to 
the officers on this occaſion are 2 5. 6d. for the re- 
port, and 3s. 64. for the cocquet, beſides which, 
the collefor receives 15s. 64. for the report and 
entries, and the ſearcher's deputy a fee of 25. 64. 
making 
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making i in all 10s. This is called clearing overſea 
directly. 
6. Aﬀer a maſter had cleared coaſtwiſe, it hs 
| happened that whilſt he was detain'd at the loading 
port by contrary winds, or, in his paſſage along the 
coaſt, ' had advice that coals bore a better price 
in Holland than at home, but as he had obliged 
himſelf to deliver his coals in Great Britain, he was 
_ deprived of the opportunity of profiting by this 
advice, and of felling his coals to the beſt advan- 
tage. The legiſlature always ready to promote the 
Intereſt of trade, and to-give all proper encourage- 
Ment to it, to remedy this inconvenience, by a 
clauſe in an a paſſed the gth year of Q. Anne, 
permitted maſters of coal-loaden veſſels who had 
cleared coaſtwiſe, and afterwards thought it would 
be tor their advantage to carry their cargoes over- 
ſea, to enter and pay the overiea duties at any port 
_ In Great Britain, and then to go overſea according- 
ly. The officers of the cuſtoms were directed, up- 
on any maſter's producing his coaſt cocquet, to ac- 
cept the overſea duties, and to grant him a certifi- 
cate of the payment thereof, by which his coaſt 
bond was to be diſcharg'd as fully and effeCtually as 
if he had delivered his coals in Greet Britain ac- 
cording to the condition of it. Bur it is to be ob- 
ſerved, that this was only in caſe the maſter entered 
and paid his duties before he went overſea. The 
lawful fees due to the officers at Sunderland on this 
_ occaſion are 25. 6d. for the report, gs. 64. for 
the cocquet, and 3s. 44d. for the certificate to dif- 
charge the coaſt bond, beſides which, the collector 
receives Is. 64. for the report and entries, making 
in all 10s. 104.,—This is called clearing overſea at- 
ter being cleared coaſtwile. 
6. It ſometimes happened, that a maſter who had 
Cleared coaltyiſe, and really intended to deliver his 
B 2 Cargo 


OE 
targo of coals in Great Britain, whilſt he was ſails 
ing along the coaſt on his way to his delivering 
poft, met with violent ſtorms of wind, which forced 
the ſhip overſea into foreign parts, where the maſter 
delivered his cargo of coals, contrary to the condi- 
tion of his hond, and without having firſt paid the 
{ dverſea duty for his cargo, either on account of 
{ ſome damage his ſhip might have received in the 
: ſtorm, or to prevent loſs of time by returning to 
/ England. In this caſe it is plain, that in ſtriftneſs 
| the penalty of the bond was forfeited, but that it 
\ was reaſonable that ſome relief ſhould be afforded 
| to maſters who were really in ſuch diſtreſſed cir- 

/ __ cumſtances. And accordingly we find, that as ear- 
ly as the year 1680, in the reign of Charles II. a 
| Writ bf pfivy ſeal was iſſued, whereby it was dire&- 
ed, that if any maſter ſhould make it appear upon 
vath, to the ſatisfaftion of the officers of the Ex- 
chequer, that he was forced overſea, and ſhould 
produce a certificate of the payment of the duty 
{ from the officers of the cuſtoms, the penalty of his 
| bond ſhould be remitted, and the officers of the ex- 
 chequer ſhould diſcharge it : but that if any maſter 
ſhould go overſea voluntarily, without firſt paying 
the duty for his coals, then before his coaft bond 
ſhould be diſcharged, he ſhould not only pay the 
_ duty of the coals, but alſo ſuch a compoſition for - 
{ his offence as the lords of the treaſury, or the lord 
chief baron of the exchequer ſhould agree to. This 
| writ of privy ſeal has been renewed from time to 
| time, and particularly at the commencement of his 
preſent majeſty*s reign, and is ſtill in force. —» 
7. The indulgence granted by this writ, and in- I 
i tended only for ſuch maſters as ſhould be really 
forced overſea, has been moſt notoriouſly abuſed. 
Maſters have gone overſea voluntarily, delivered 
their cargoes of coals in foreign parts, without pay 
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ing duty, kept the duties in their hands as long as 
they thought proper, ſome ofthem for many years, 
and .at laſt, when they choſe to pay the duty, 
| { made oath they had been forced overſea, and ſo got 

| their bonds diſcharged. Formerly only about 30 
b or 40 cargoes were carried qverſea in a year with- 
| | | | out payment of duty, by degrees they encreaſed to 
S ( 80 or go, and at length, about the years 1742 or 
3} | 1743, the praftice became univerſal z almoſt all 
Z | | the overſea trade was carried on in this manner 
and 3 or 400 cargoes in a year were exported withs 


| I out payment of duty, and all the maſters (a very 
: tew excepted) ſwore they were forced overſea, in 
3} | order to get their bonds diſcharged, and were all 


undoubtedly perjured. 4ooo!. at a time has been 
due for arrears of duty for coals exported in the 
= ſpace of a year or two. Some maſters indeed there - 
were who kept clear of perjury, for they made no 
affidavits at all, but very quietly pocketed the du- 
ties, in hopes they would never be called for ; nor 
were they much out in their expectations, for there 
| are at this day above 500 coaſt bonds in the Ex- 
chequer, fome of them of as old a ſtanding as the 
commencement of the preſent century, the duties 
whereon amount to upwards of 5000/7. a great 
= of which, if not all of it, will probably be 
b OED a. | 
fot [Thoſe who are not acquainted with Sunderland 


/or ſea affairs, may think it probable that many of 
thoſe maſters who ſwore they were forced overſea, 

| were really forced, and will hardly believe that ſo 
many men in ſuch a ſmall town, would be guilty of 
ſuch repeated perjuries, and may perhaps think it 
raſh in me to aſſert ſo poſitively that they were ; 
but ſuch perſons do not know that maſters pretend 
to have been forced overſea, in the midſt of the 
fineſt ſummers, and not for one fingle voyage rd 
: | ut 


an aCt was paſled in the 2 


E003: 
but for ſeven or eight voyages ſucceſſively. They 
do not conſider that the coal fleets between London 
and Newcaſtle, navigating the ſame tracts of ſea, and 


| expoſed tothe ſame viciſſitudes of wind and weather, 


paſs and repaſs, without a ſingle ſhip's being forced 
overſea in a year: nor do they know that the Sun- 


derland maſters themſelves make no ſecret of their 


going overſea voluntarily, that they confeſs it a- 
mong their intimates, and in private converſations, 
and make a mere laugh and joke of their oaths.— 
In ſhort, the fact is too notorious to be doubted. 
9. To remedy in ſome meaſure theſe diſorders, 
44 year of his preſent 
majeſty*s reign, whereby it was enacted, That no 
maſter ſhould be cleared out again at any cuſtom- 
houſe ?till the duties of his laſt preceding coal- 
voyage are paid, and that if any maſter were con- 


victed of going overſea voluntarily, without pay-_ 


ment of duty tor his cargo of coals, he ſhould for- 
feit 5 5. for every chaldron ſo carried overſea, No 
doubt but the legiſlature, according to the informa- 
tion they had of theſe matters, thought that theſe 


would be effectual reſtraints, and that every maſter 


would now pay the duties before he carried the 
coals overlea, when he ſaw that he would be ob- 
liged to pay them immediately. after his return,' and 


_ that he would never perjure himſelf merely to gain 


a reſpite of 2 or 2 weeks, eſpecially when he was 
liable to ſuch a great penalty if it were proved that 
he went overſea voluntarily. But certain it is, that 
the practice of carrying coals overſea without pay- 
ment of duty, and ſwearing they were forced over- 


| fea, ſtill continues, and perhaps maſters are leſs 
ſcrupulous about the oath than ever : as to the pe- 


nalty, they know they are in no danger of incur- 
ing it, becauſe. none but ſeamen can prove upon 
oath that they. went overſea voluntarily, and were 

| os any 
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WET [ x2 ] 
any feaman to do this, no maſter would ever em;) 
ploy him again. iT 
-- FO, A perſon, who probably ſpoke under the di- 
rection of the Fitters of Sunderland, aſſerted lately 
in a court of juſtice, that the reaſon why the mal- 


ters ſtill pay the duty after their return, inſtead of 


paying it before they go overſea, is, becauſe they 


| have not money to pay 1t 'till the coals are fold. 


In anſwer to this, it may ſuffice to obſerve, that *till. 
within theſe 10 years laſt paſt, the duties (a few 
excepted) were always paid before the coals were - 
carried overſea, and it is preſumed the town of S41- 
derland is not poorer now than it was formerly, and 
a ſmall addition being made once for all to the ſtock 
of every ſhip trading overſea, would always enable 
the maſter to pay the duty beforehand : beſides, is 

it lawful for a man to perjure himſelf becauſe he 
has not money to pay the duty ? It ſeems by this, 


_ that the act, which, was intended as a reſtriction, 1s 


now look*d upon a licence. 
11. It is however not only highly ſcandalous, 
but dangerous to ſociety, that ſuch a cool, willful, 


and deliberate practice of perjury, ſhould be ſuffer- 


ed to ſubſiſlt. There are three effeftual methods 
of putting an end to itz one 1s, for the legiſlature 
to oblige all qnaſters to pay an additional duty of 


1s. the chaldron for all coals carried overſea with- 


out firſt paying duty : another is, to alter the writ 
of privy ſel, and to oblige all ſuch maſters to com- 


pound for the offence (without paying any regard 
to their oaths) as is direfted with reſpect to thoſe 


who go overſea voluntarily : the third is, to be con- 


tent with their paying the duty at their return, and 


not to require any oath at all concerning the man- 


ner of their going overſea; to make no. enquiry, 


whether they were forced or went voluntarily over- 
ſea, but to dire the officers of the cuſtoms, upon 
TE -.- he 


[ 12 ] 
the arrival of ſuch maſters, to call for their coaſt 
cocquets, and to take their oaths to the true quan- 


tity of coals exported, and their not having cam- 


mitted any fraud, in the ſame manner as is dane 


- when duty 1s paid before the coals are carried overſea, 
_ and thereupon to grant them a certificate to diſ- 


charge their coaſt bond. And perhaps this laſt me- 
thod is preferable to the other two, for it is certain 


trade ought to be as free as poſſible, and no greater 
reſtraints laid upon it, nor y more oaths required 


than are barely neceſſary he prevention of 


/ frauds. / Since maſters will perjure themſelves in or- 
_ Ger todeter the payment of duty till their return, 


they may as well be permitted to pay it at their re- 
turn without perjury, and by the regulation laſt 
mentioned the ogcaſzon gf their perjury will be taken 
away without any,1ll conſequences to the revenue. 
12. It is to be obſerved, that when a maſter after 
being cleared coaſtwiſe pays the duty before he goes 
overſea, as the aCt of the gth of Q. Anne direfts, the 


fees due to the officers of the cuſtoms are legally 
ſettled as appears in Sect. 5. but when a maſter 


after being clear'd coaſtwiſe pretends to be forced 


_ everſea, or goes overſea voluntarily, and pays duty 
after his return, the fees due to the officers are not, 
nor could they be any where particularly ſpecified, 


becauſe the maſters proceeding 1s irregular, and a 
breach of law, and the table of fees extended only 


to ſuch acts and ſervices as the officers are required 
to do by law. However, it is plain that fees are 
_ ue to the officers, and ought to be taken in the. 
latter caſe as well as in the former. For the buſt- 


nefs done is in effect the ſame in both caſes; in one 
caſz the duty 1s paid, and the certificate granted 
before, and in the other after the coals are carried 
overſea. It will not ſurely be ſaid that a maſter wha 
is guilty not only of a breach of law, but of perjury 


toq, 


[ 13 ] 
'too, merits an exemption from fees. which he 
who ads legally is obliged by law to.pay for the 
ſame buſineſs. Beſides, it 1s, and has been, time our 
of mind an allowed and eſftabliſh'd cuſtom both at 
London, and all other ports in the kingdom, for 
. officers to receive a moderate recompence for extra- 
ordinary ſervices not required by law : the ſervices 
In queſtion are extraordinary ſervices not required 
by law, the law has determined what fees ought to 
be paid when the ſame ſervices are applied for in a 
legal, and regular way ; thoſe maſters by. going over 
ſea unclear*'d avoided theſe fees, it therefore at their 
return the officers do the ſame buſineſs for them, 
and take any recompence which does not exceed the 
fees they avoided, that recompence muſt be mode-. 
rate, juſt, and reaſonable. Such maſters are favour'd, 
and not impoſed upon, when they're charged any 
thing leſs than 10s. 109. the fees which would 
have been due if they had clear'd fairly and honeſtly. 
13. Accordingly we find that at Scarborough, a 
member of the port of Hull, the lawful fees due to 
the officers of the cuſtoms when a maſter after being 
cleared coaſtwile pays the overſea duty before he 
goes over, according to the gth of Q. Anne, are 
I/. 15.09. and the very ſame ſum is, and always. 
has been, received for fees upon payment of duty 
there by a maſter forced overſea.—At Whitby, a 
- member of Newcaſtle, the lawful fees, due to the 
officers, when a maſter, after being cleared coaſtwile, 
clears, and pays the overſea dury honeſtly before 
he goes over, are 17s. 4d. and the very ſame ſum is, 
and always has been, received there for fees upon 
payment of duty by a maſter forced overſea.—At 
Newcaſtle in the like caſe the lawful fees are, as I 
have been inform'd (for-I have no other ground but 
information for this) 13 5. 4d. when a maſter clears 
regularly ; and the fees received there upon pay- 
C ment 


(| 


CRIES © 
merit of duty by a maſter forced overſca I know, 
were 85. in the year 1747; andI am told they have 
ſince been encreaſed to 9 s. butof this I'am not 
fully convinced, nor can I find by what rules, or 
upon what grounds, the officers at Newcaſtle deter- 
mine theſe fees.—At Sunderland the fees received 
upon payment of duty by maſters forced overſea, ® 
have always been proportioned to the trouble ariſing - 
to the officers, and the buſineſs, and ſervices done 2 
for the maſters, but ſo as never to exceed 10s. 104, ©} 

_ the fees which were avoided by going overſea with- © 
out payment of duty. Formerly no bonds given 

for coals carried overſea, without payment of duty, 
were diſcharged at the port, they were not nume- 
rous, the officers had little trouble, and perhaps be- 3 
lieved the maſters were really forced overſea by diſ- 3 
treſs of weather, and the fees then received were 6s, 

But ſometime within theſe 13 years laſt paſt, the $ 
officers took upon them to diſcharge at the port all F 
the bonds whereon the duties were paid within ſix b 
months after the date of the bond, and when the [; 
bonds and affidavits became ſo numerous that al- 4 
phabetical regiſters became neceſſary for the find- 3 

Ing our any particular bond z and when, beſide the 'Y 
certificates of payment of duty annexed to the #F 
bonds, receipts for the duty were deſired, and given 
to the Fitters and maſters for private vouchers, the 
fees were encreaſed to 10s. 6d. on account of the 
additional trouble, and theſe further indulgences, 
and advantages granted to the Fitters and maſters. 
At Midſummer 1748, a new regulation took place 
purſuant to the writ of privy ſeal, and an order of 
the board of cuſtoms, and all bonds whatever given 

for coals carried overſea without payment of duty, 

_ and dated after Chriſtmas 1747 (for none dated after 
that time were paid before Midſummer 1748) were 
ſent into the exchequer to be diſcharged there, and 
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as hereupon the givengreceipts for the duties were 
diſcontinued, and bonds paid within 6 months were 
no longer diſcharged at the port, and all maſters 
were obliged to be at the expence of getting them 
diſcharged inthe Exchequer; the officers reduced 


their fees to 55s. 104. and this regulation and rate 


of fees,exceptihg a ſmall advance of 249. lately made, 
ſtill ſubſifts. Hence it appears that the officers at 
Sunderland have always been equitable, and mode- 
rate, with reſpe& to theſe fees, and indeed much 
more ſo than the maſters, and the practice, deſerved ; 
they would perh _ have done better if, after the 

cers at Whitby and Scarborough, 
wihour all theſe variations, they had always received 


the full ſum of 105. 104. the fees avoided by going 


overſea uncleared, to which without doubt they 


were juſtly entitled, and the not taking which, was 


only an encouragement to perjury and regularities. 


| Newcaſtle, Sunderland, Whitby, and Scarborough, 


are almoſt the only ports where duties are paid by 
maſters forced overſea, and of theſe by far the 
greateſt number are paid at Sunderland. 

14. Tedious, m afraid, this long induction of 
particulars will ſeem to many of my readers, but it 
was abſolutely neceflary in order to enable them to 


- comprehend what follows; and to explain the nature 


and reaſons of the fees mentioned in the two laſt pre- 
ceeding ſections, the taking a ſmall part whereof, 
was the pretence made uſe of for compaſſing the 
diſmiſſion of the officer, whoſe caſe we are to relate, 
and yet the colle&or, and cuſtomer, who received 
by far the greateſt part of theſe fees, were never 


complained of, and are till in office. 


15. The late deputy comptroller of Sunderland 
was appointed to that office in 1938, by Tho. Archer 
Eſq Patent comptroller of the port of Newcaſtle, 
—_ its members. In 1 743 Mr Archer died, and 
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William Sharpe, Eſq; one of the clerks of the pri- 
vy council, ſucceeded him ; and although the de- 


puty at Sunderland was entirely unknown to him, 


he was pleaſed to continue him in that poſt, till the 
year 1749 3 when a petition ſign'd, as I have been 
inform'd, by about ſixty inhabitants at Sunderland, 
was preſented to Mr Sharpe, who thereupon giſ- 


miſs'd his deputy. -The motives that induced the 


inhabitants to this petition, and the allegations there- 
in contained, we are now to conſider and unfold. 
16. In February 1747 there were: upwards of 


. 4000 7. due to the crown for arrears of duty upon 


coaſt bonds given for coals carried overſea within 
the ſmall ſpace of two years' then laſt paſt ; this 


the deputy comptroller repreſented to the commiſ- 


ſoners of the cuſtoms, and propoſed an expedient 


for Fam. the payment of the money ; and the 


cCommi —_ were thereupon pleaſed to direct, 
that no 


coaſt bonds *till the duties due upon former bonds 
were paid. It was alſo owing to the deputy comp- 


troller, that after Midſummer 1748, coaſt bonds - 
given for coals carried overſea without payment of 


duty, were no longer diſcharged at the port, but 


all, withour exception, ſent into the Exchequer to 
| be cifſcharged there. Theſe two ſteps, as they had 
a dire&t tendency to reſtrain the darling praftice of 


detaining the duties and going overſea uncleared, 


and to expoſe them in all their enormity to, the Ex- 


chequer '-and the commiſſioners, were highly diſ- 
agreeable to ſome Fitters and Maſters of Sunder- 


land, and provoked them ſo much, that they re- 


lolved, at any rate, to have the deputy comptroller 
diſmiſs'd : and accordingly a petition was prepared, 
wherein it was alledged, that the deputy comprtroller 


 opprets'd trade, by exacting illegal fees, and taking 


exorvitant fums, for procuring orders on affidavits 


tter ſhould be permitted to enter into freſh | 


of 


[ 17 ] 
of Maſters forced overſea, and getting their bonds 
_ diſcharged in the Exchequer, and pray'd that there- 
fore: he might be removed. . 

17. By illegal fees were meant the fees mention- | 
ed in Sect, 12 and 12, and we preſume we have 
there fully ſhewn, that theſe fees were ſo far from 
| being oppreſlive to trade, that they were rather an 
encouragement to an illicit practice, by being leſs 
than the fees wherewith trade was chargeable, when 
carried on under the legal regulations. As to what 
is alledged concerning the ſums taken for procuring 
orders and diſcharging bonds, in the firſt place, it. 
was the fault of the maſters (and a very great tault 
it was) that any affidavits at all were neceſſary, or 
that any bonds were ſent into the Exchequer ; and | 
In the next place, if they would ſwear, and would 
keep the duties in their hands, and ſuffer the bonds. 
to be ſent into the Exchequer, it was their own bu- 
{ineſs, and not any officer's, to procure orders to ac- 
cept the duties, and to ſend up the certificates to ſome 
correſpondentat London, to get their bondsdiſcharged, 
or elſe to employ ſomebody to do theſe things for 
them. Now, as the officers of the cuſtoms had a 
correſpondence at London, and were beſt acquaint- 
ed with the method of application on theſe occa- 
Hons, the Fitters of Sunderland deſired Mr Alcock, 
formerly deputy comptroller of Sunderland (as he 
told me) to get theſe things done for them when 
neceflary, and agreed to pay him certain ſtated 
ſums on. theſe occaſions. At the deceaſe of Mr 
Alcock, the late deputy comptroller undertook to 
do this buſineſs for the Fitters and Maſters upon 
the very ſame terms, and in many inſtances con- 
tented himſelf with leſs than had been allowed be- 
fore. This buſineſs, therefore, was the buſineſs of 
the Fitters and Maſters themſelves ; they were at 
liberty, and knew they were at liberty, to employ 
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whom they pleaſed . do it, and no tad either 
could or would do it without their expreſs order 
or conſent z and yet here they complain of this as 
an oppreſſion, which was originally their own. act, 
and which it was in their power to remedy when- 
ever they pleaſed. If they thought the terms too 
high, they had nothing more to do thah to employ 


other perſons, or to get the bufineſs done them-_ 

| ſelves. —As therefore the comp!'aints concerning the 
fums paid for FO orders on affidavits, and 

_ getting bonds diſcharge 

nifeſtly abſurd and ridiculous; and as the colle&or 


in the Exchequer, are ma- 


and cuſtomer, who received the greateſt part of 
what are called illegal fees, were never complain'd 
of at all, there is the ſtrongeſt reaſon to believe, 
that the leading men who ſet rhe petition on foot 


knew very well that there was no weightin the al- 
legations, and made ufe of them only as pretences, 


to give a colour to the application they intended to 


_ make for the diſmiſſion of an officer, who had ren- 


dered himſelf obnoxious upon a quite different ac- 
count. 


18. There is no doubt but Mr Sharpe, after he 


had heard what his deputy had to fay, ſaw very 


clearly that the complaints againſt him were ground- 


leſs: but an apphcation countenanced and ſupport- 


ed by members of parliament was to be regarded ; 


he probably apprehended too, that the people of 
Sunderland were irreconcileably exaſperated againft 
his deputy, and that he ſhould be perpetually teiz*d 


' with complaints and applications z beſides, he _ 


at that time a diſtant relation to prefer, ſo that 


| haps any gentleman in the like circumſtances nr Ei 


have done as he did, that is, diſmiſs*d his deputy. 
Certain it 1s, that the deputy has no right art all to 


complain of Mr Sharpe's conduct on this occaſion ; 
he wy held his pot during Mr Shorpe*s pleaſure, 


; _ and 


E LOT. 
- and Mr Sharpe might have diſmiſſed him whenever 
he pleaſed, without doing him any injuſtice, and 
without any cauſe, or even without making uſe of 
any pretence at all. . Be 
19. In order to ſhow in the plaineſt and moſt 
b, inconteſtable manner that the trade of Sunderland 
* - was not opprelſs'd by any impolitions or illegal fees, 
we ſhall here exhibit ſome calculations, by which 
It will appear, that maſters of ſhips by their illegal 
proceedings, not only faved very conſiderably in 
reſpe& to cuſtomhoule fees, but alſo have deprived 
” and defrauded the crown and the Exchequer of very 
great ſums ſince the commencement of the preſent 
century ; the revenue and the officers had great and 
Juſt cauſe to complain of them, but they have none 
at all to complain of the officers. _ | 
" 20. Between the years 1742 and 1749, both ex- 
{ cluſive, the number of cargoes of coals carried 
| overſea annually, without paying duty, were about 
| 400: the maſters all ſwore they were forced over- 
ſea, and perhaps about 10 in a year might be real- 
ly forced ; there remains therefore 39o in a year 
who went overſea voluntarily, and, a few excepted, 
got their bonds diſcharged (without compounding 
and paying the Exchequer fees) by ſwearing they 
were forced : ſome few at firſt, by being cloſely 
examined, did confeſs they went overſea voluntarj- 
ly, and ſwore accordingly; and the compoſition 
ſettled by the lord chief baron of the Exchequer was 
14, or 17. 6s. 84. according to the penalty of the 
| bond, but never leſs than 1/7. and the Exchequer 
fees, upon diſcharging bonds by compoſition, a- 
mount to about 4/7. which makes'in all 5/7. the 
payment whereof was avoided by thoſe who ſwore 
were forced. The number of cargocs carried 
overſea annually, without payment of duty, from 
the commencement of the preſent century, to the 
year 


[ 20 ] 
year 1743, may be about go. in a year at a me- 
dium. This is what 1s neceſſary to be premiſed for 
the underſtanding the following eſtimates and com- 
utations. _ 

If duties had been paid for the 400 cargoes ex- 
ported annually between 1942 and 1 749, before 
they were carried overſea, as the law requires, the 
maſters would probably have cleared at Yarmouth, 


Whitby, or Scarborough, the ports uſed by ſuch as 
do clear regularly ; and we will ſuppoſe 200 to have 


cleared at Yarmouth, and 100 each at Whitby and 
Scarborough ; the lawful fees at Yarmouth are 12 5. 
64. at Whitby 175. 44. at Scarborough 11. 15s. 
Now 200 ſhips at Yarmouth, at 


12s. 6d. amount to L. 125 o © 


100 ſhips at Whitby, at 


17s. 4d. = — 0 12 4 


100 ſhips at Scarborough at —- PET, 
15.14. — -- 08. 0.0 


Total amount of the fees they would 
have paid ina year, if they had 


cleared regularly Ws 316 13 4 


Which for 6 years amounts to L. 1900 © © 


The fees paid at Sunderland when 
they were at the higheſt, and when the 
_ coaſt bonds were or might have been 
all diſcharged at the port, in the ſame 
manner as if the maſters had clear'd 
regularly, were as follow : : 


400 ſhips at L. o 10 6 £ 210 © © 
And ſuppoſing 200 of the 
duties were not paid *till the 
bonds were upon the liſt, 
and ready to be ſent into the 
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Exchequer, then 64. a bond 

more was paid, which a- 
mounts to £:\-:g/0; 0 


| | i 215 0 O 
This for 6 years amounts to L. 1290 o © 


Difference ſaved by the maſters in 

fees, in 6 years, by proceeding illegal- 
ly, being leſs than they would have 
paid if they had cleared regularly £. 610 ©. © 


It will be ſaid, perhaps, that many of the bonds 
A were ſent into the Exchequer, and that ſuch as were 
x in proceſs coſt the maſters 47. 1s. and ſuch as were | 

not in proceſs 17. 15. before they could get them 

diſcharged. The anſwer to this is eaſy, the maſters 
ought not to have ſuffer*'d- their bonds to be ſent. 
A into the Exchequer; if they had paid the duties 
I within 6 or 8 months, they might have been all 
diſcharged (as the greateſt part of them were) upon 
the eaſy terms abovementioned, which are fo low, 
that if rhe maſters had cleared overſea directly at 
Sunderland, the lawful fees due would not have 
* been leſs. At this day, though they pay but 65. 
fl at the cuſtomhouſe, yet they pay the attorneys 11s. 
® 04. for getting the bonds diſcharged in the Exche- 
=  quer, which is 6s: 6d. more than the fees com- 
_ plained of, and paid to the officers when the bonds 
= were diſcharged at the port. | 
21. Having thus ſhewn how vain and ground- 
leſs the complaints of oppreſſion in point of fees 
were, we will now ſhew the loſs to the crown and 
Exchequer by theſe illegal perjured proceedings. 

By what we have premiſed it appears, that 
390 times in a year, between 1742 and 1749, 
maſters, by ſwearing . they were forced _ 

ſea, 
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ſea, avoided the payment of 5 /. 
due for the compoſition and Exche- 


quer ices, which amounts to 


This for 6 years amounts to L. 11700 
But in the 2 or 3 firſt years of 

the 6, about 3o maſters confeſs'd, 

upon cloſe examination, that they 

did go overſea voluntanily, and paid 


the compoſition and-fees, ſo that we | 
* muſt deduct £, 


150 


£- 1950 


Remains L. II550 


From 1700 to 1743 excluſive, is 
42 years, during which time, about 
40 Cargoes in a year were carried 
overſea voluntarily, and the bonds 
_ diſcharged, .by ſwearing they were 
forced, except about 500 yet ſtand- 
ing out. Five hundred out of 1680 
leaves 1180, Which at 51. each a- 

mount to | : 

To this muſt be added, the oo 
ties due upon 500 coalt bonds, in 
proceſs in the Exchequer, and now 
ſtanding out unpaid, which, as the 
bonds are moſt. of them. of an old 
itanding, and the ſureties dead, will 
probably be loft, and, upon a mo- 
derate computation, amount to FL. 5000 


5900 


Total ioſs to the .Crown and Ex- 
chequer, from the commencement 
_ of the preſent century, to the year 
1749, by the Sunderland maſters 
ſwearing they were forced overſea, 
and dctaining the duties 


o 


£. 22450 


Q:-:.0 


o © 
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22. But 


[ 23 
- 2. But to return to our officer, no ſooner was he 
diſmiſs'd than one Hodgkin, an attorney, who had 
been very diligent in inculcating a notion, that no 
fees were due to the officers of the cuſtoms, upon 
payment of duty by maſters forced ovelſea, except 
15. or ſome ſuch matter, which he had taken ' into 
F his head to allow, and was employ'd by the petitt- 
|  oners as their agent in ſoliciting the deputy com- 
* } ptroller's diſmiſſion, brought three actions againit. 
® {| him, either to create himſelf buſineſs, or out of a 
| ſpirit of malice and revenge, becauſe the deputy 
| comptroller had once told him, in the cuſtomhouſe, 
when he was alerting that a certain order of the 
; commiſſioners was illegal, that he fancy'd the ſoli- 
{ citor of the cuſtoms, with whom the commiſſioners 
2 adviſed, was as great a lawyer as he. [One of theſe. 
Z { actions was brought in the name of ChartesWWellbank 


£1 | (a perſon who could never be found) on pretence 
4 that the deputy comptroller had acted as an attorney 
6; or ſolicitor in the Exchequer, without being quali- 
Y  _ Hed according to law. The ground for this pre- 


tence was, becauſe the deputy comptroller had taken 
affidavits in the Exchequer, and ſent up certificates 
of payments of duty to the Exchequer, to get coaſt 
bonds diſcharg*d forMaſters andFitters. As to taking 
_ affidavits, he had the lord chief baron's commiſſion 
tor doing fo, and as to ſending up certificates any 
| body may do it, it is no more than writing a letter 
to a friend deſiring him to get a certain buſineſs 
_ Gone, neither of which are within the deſcription 
= | the law gives of aCting as an attorney, or ſolicitor, 
3 in the courts of law or equity. This ation the et- 
= /} torney thought proper to drop, and never declared 
= upon it. The other two actions were brought in the 
* names of Peter Fea and William Forſter, two maſters 
: *\ of ſhips, and it was given out that taking illegal 
= HS SB 
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fees was the cauſe of them. © Fea confeſs'd to Capt. 
Fohn Wall of Sunderland, that he had been prevailed 


upon to lend his name to the action, and was to be 


at no expence. Forfter likewiſe tald ſeveral perſons, 
that the aftion was brought without his expreſs 


order and conſent, and contrary to his inclination, 


but I am inform'd that he'hath lately been perſwad- 
_ ed (two years after the aftion was braught, for all. 


three were brought in 1749) to give it under his 
hand for the attorney's ſecurity, that he did conſent 
to the aftion. Hodgkin never thought proper ta 
bring Fea's action to trial, and the deputy com- 


ptroller hath moved the court ofKing's bench to have 


it z0n proſs'd, which is to be determined next term. 


Hodgkin gave notice of trial for the aſſizes 1751, in 


Foſter's cauſe, but when the deputy comptroller had 
_ gotevery thing ready for trial, Hodgkin ſent a count- 


ermand a day and a half before the afſizes. Upon 


this the deputy comptroller moy'd the court of 
_ King's Bench for a nonſuit, or a trial, and the court 
order*'d the cauſe to be peremptorily tried at the 
aſlizes 1952. An account of which trial we are 
now to give. Hence it may be obſerved that ſpeak- 
Ing freely to Hodgkin was a crime not to be expiated 
but by all the vexations, and malicious proſecutions, 


that the intemperate rage, and mortified pride, of a 


miſchevious attorney could excite : and 1t 1s too no- 
torious that ſome attorneys there are (and perhaps 
not a few) who are the peſts of ſociety, and the 
grievances of the nation, wha make it their buſineſs 


to foment diſcord, and ſow diſſention, who convert 


the law into a nuiſance, and make it a mere engine 
to wreak their vengance, ta gratify their malice, or 


to fill their purſes, and are govern'd only by the 


diCtates of rage, or the views of rapacity. 
23. To return to the trial. Forfter's declaration 


Was 
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was general for money, had and received, nothing 
was particularized, and as maſters of ſhips clear fre- 
quently at the cuſtom houſe, and are engag'd in va- 


riety of tranſaCtions there, it could not be known by 


the declaration, what particular matters were laid fo 
the deputy comptroller's charge, or what bond, or | 


- what clearance, it referr'd to; and the particular 
- cauſe of action was all along induſtriouſly conceald, 


nor did he know it particularly 'till he came into. 
court. However, as he was conſcious, they could 
truly charge him with nothing but what might be 
accounted for to the fatisfaftion of the court, and 


never imagined that the perjury, which had hitherto 


confined itſelf to Sunderland, would have dared to 
appear openly in the courts of juſtice at Durham ; he 
moved, as has been before obſerved, for a trial. And 


- upon this trial Geo. Thompſon, formerly a maſter of 


a ſhip, then a Fitter, and now ſurveyor of the cuſ- 
toms at Sunderland, ſwore: 1. That oh Fuly 19, 
1748, he paid to the deputy comptroller 227. 10s. 
2d. upon a coaſt bond, given by William Forſter 
March 3, 1747, for 66 chaldrons of coals. The 
duty of that quantity amounts but to 19. 16s. and 
it was infinuated that the deputy eomptroller muſt 
have put the ſurplus, amounting to 2/. 145. 24. into 
his own pocket; and Thompſon {wore that the deputy 
comptroller refuſed to tell him what the ſurplus was 
for. 2, Thompſon ſwore further, that on Fuly 19, 
1748, and January 3, and February 17, 1748-9, 
he hkewife paid to the deputy comptroller 1 15. each, 
tor fees upon payment of the duty due upon three 
coalt bonds of Forfter's, dated March 3, 1747, Fune 
I, 1748, and Fuly 19, 1748. 3. He likewiſe ſwore, 
that 15s. had been "HRS. paid at Sunderland, for 


cuſtom\houſe fees upon coaſt bonds: and as it was 
obſerved, that Forfter cleared out again on Fuly 19, 


I 746, 


[ 26 ] 


/ 1748, the day whereon the duty of the bond dated 


March 3, 1747, 'was paid, and that Thompſon pro- 
bably might have jumbled the duty, and clearing 


| jection, he fairly ſwore, that the maſter did not clear 
out again the ſame day whereon the duty was paid. — 
_ We fhall ſhew preſently, in the cleareſt manner, 
that all rheſe particulars are utterly falſe ; but as For- 

77s counſel would not Tuffer Mr Lambton, the col- 
lector of Sunderland, to give evidence; and as the 
collector's chief clerk, not knowing what particular 
bonds they went upon, had not examined the papers 


In the cuſtomhouſe relating to theſe bonds, he could 
only ſwear, that he was fully perſwaded the ſums 


paid, were much leſs than what Thompſon had ſworn 
to, but could not ſay whether he was preſent in the 


cuſtomhouſe at the times, or to whom they were 
paid ; Thompſon's evidence therefore not being fully 
contradicted, the jury gave a verdict for Forſter, 
with 125. damages. rs 
—- 24. Since the trial, upon examining the entries, 
papers, and certificates in the cuſtomhouſe and Ex- 


tae duty of the bond dated March 3, 1947, which 
Thompſon ſwore was paid to the deputy comptroller, 
was actually paid to Mr Lambton the collector, for 

_ the certificates of payment of duty upon that and a- 


at the ſame time, are ſign'd by the collector himſelt, 
and therefore he muſt have been preſent and receiv- 
ed the duties : fo that nothing can be more falſe, or 
more execrably malicious than the inſinuation, that 
the deputy comptroller received 2/7. 14s. 2d. more 
than was due, and refus'd to tell what it was for, 
ſince the whole duty, let it be what it would, was 
Paid to the colleQor; and I am fully ſatisfied that 


FP to 


| charge together in his books; to get rid of this ob- - 


[che quer, relating to theſe three bonds ; it appears, that 


nother bond of Forfter's, dated May 9, 1748, paid 


no more than the ſum hereafter mentioned was paid— 


: j 
: - Do - = 


[2] 

/ to the colle&or, and that ey TY 4. ns ver was 

was paid at all. Both the duties are included in one 
bilt of entry, which ſhews they have been paid at 
1 the ſame time. The collector's entries are wrote by 
® | the collector's clerk, and the reſt by the cuſtomer's 
: clerk, which proves they were preſent when the du- 
ties were paid. And, indeed, no duties could be re- 
| ceived unleſs either the colleftor or his clerk were 


——_— 


maſters, were under the joint locks of the collector 
and comptroller,, and without the cocquet and affi- 
] davit, the maſter could not have got his certificate 
to diſcharge his bond. It alſo appears by the de- 
| puty comptroller's private caſh book, which he has 


deſire it, that he received no more than 1 5s. his fee, 
# \ for the certificate upon the bond dated March 2, 
E 1747, and 5s. 6d. for Foulneſs and Caſtor lights, 
| © due thereupon, on account of the maſter's clearing 
 ſhert, and whereof he was appointed receiver. It 
' 1s alſo certain that no more than 21/7. 3s. 104. was 


duty was paid to the collector, 55s. 10d. fees to the 


for ſhort cleared lights to the colle&tor and comp- 
 troller, who were receivers_of them. / I would ob- 
| Terve further, that as Forfter's bond, dated May 9, 
X 1748, was paid the ſame day, and as Thompſon took 
no notice of this in his evidence, it is not improba- 


borrowed, and lent to the other, in order to make 
= the duty on that other higher than it really was, 
3 we "ol the fees upon two bonds, paid at the fame 

time, mult have been the ſame; it is extremely odd 


action, 
25. As to the 115. ſworn to have been paid for 


preſent, becauſe the cocquets and affidavits of the 


ſhewn to ſeveral perſons, and will ſhew to any who 


paid in all upon that bond, whereof 19/7. 16s. the 


| for cuſtomers, and comptroller, and 1/. 2s. 


'F ble but part of the duty on one bond may have been 


the bond of May 9, 1748, was not included in the 


-\ too tees J 
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fees to. the deputy comptroller, upori each of the 


three bonds ; it is certain that no more was paid in 


the whole, for fees upon each bond than 55s. 104: 
whereof the collector received 35s. 8d. the com 


{ ter Mid/ummer 1748, (and theſe three bonds were 


{ all paid after that time) when the regulation for 


{ending all the overſea bonds into the Exchequer 
| took place, no more than 5s. 104. in all was re- 
ceived at the cuſtomhouſe, for fees upon the pay- 
ment of duty upon any bond, and I appeal to them 
for the truth of it, as this therefore was a matter of 
public notoriety, and as we, have ſhewn the collec- 


tor, or his clerk, muſt have been preſent and receiv- 
ed their fees; Is there the leaſt probability that in 


| 
1 
{ 


the public cuſtomhouſe, the deputy comptroller 
would aſk, or that Thompſon would pay 11s. when 
is. was known to be his uſual fee at that time ? And 


that he ſhould pay it too without grumbling, com- 


plaining, or expoſtulating, (for he ſwore this, as 
we ſhould have obſerved before) and three ſeveral 


A nother ſeven months, after the regulation took place. 
"The deputy comptroller will ſhew his private caſh. 


times, one three weeks, another ſix months, and a- 


book to any body, and it appears there that he ne- 

ver received more than 15. tor fees upon any bond 

paid after Mid/ummer 1748, which the officers can 

allo teſtify, nor did Forfter ever employ him to get 
any of his bonds diſcharg'd in the Exchequer. 

26. With reſpe&t to the other two particulars 


ſworn by Thompſon.—All the Fitters in Sunderland 
know that there never was a time when 155. was 


paid for cuſtomhouſe fees upon coaſt bonds : and it 
appears by the cuſtomhouſe books, and by the coc- 
ovet, and certificate, now in the cuftody of the 
King's deputy remembrancer in the Exchequer ; that 
? Forſter 


troller 15. and the cuſtomer 15s. 24. Ir muſt be 
| well known to all the Fitters in Sunderland, that at- 


ay. oy 
Ir of $ <= rr orb os Fit another of Forſter's witneſles, 


4 Forſter cleared out on July t9, 1 148. the day where- 


oh the duties of the bonds dated March 3, 17475 
and May 9, 1748 were paid. — Theſe two particu- 
lars can be proved in the cleareſt, and moſt authen- 
tic manner, and are flat, and full contradictions to 


I 


What T. bompſon has has worn. "3 
oh FOR 


C—= H=2 the preſent d 


yy tho' what he ſwore was not very material, yet 
it was falſe too” as well as the reſt. For he ſwore, 


that the fees due for a certificate of payment of duty 
| by a maſter forced overſea, according to the table 
of lawful fees, were 35. 6d. whereof 15. 2d. each, 


belong'd to the two deputy cuſtomers, and deputy 
comptroller. Now there is no ſuch thing in the ta- 
ble of fees as a fee of 35s. 64. for that certificate: 


| There is indeed a fee of 35. 4d. for an inward coc- 


uet and certificate, when a cargo carried coaſtwiſe 
is delivered according to the condition of the bond. 
The only fee of 35. 64. in the table, is the fee for 


_ a foreign cocquet, whereof 64. belongs to the ſear- 


cher. It muſt therefore be own'd that Mr Charles 
Hanſon has ſworn very freely,vand too readily to. 
ſerve his friends; and to evince this, in the moſt ir- 
refragable manner, I here ſubjoin a copy of the ta- 
ble of lawful fees at Sunderland, whick may at any 
time be verified, by comparing it with x & Aer 
publickly affix*d in the cuſtomhouſe there, and ak 
y diſproves what Hanſon has ſworn. | 


E | The 
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28. There was but another witneſs examined on - 
the part of F:rfter, and he was only brought to prove 
the copy of a book. cloſe the account of this 
-trial it will not be amiſs to obſerve, that Mr baron 
Legge, upon ſumming up the evidence, declared, that 
officers ought to have a moderate recompence for 
their labour, and that if the jury were. of opinion 
that the fees of 115. ſwore to by Thompſon, were 
the fees uſually and generally receiv*d on the like 
occaſions, at the time when they were paid, they 
ſhould find for the defendant (the deputy com- 
ptroller) and the jury found otherwite, becauſe the 
time when Thompſon {wore the 11 s. were paid,.was 
= | after Midſummer 1748, when the new r.gulation 
=! took place, and when ; s. 104. only, were the fees 
Tj uiually and generally received; and no more than 
| which we have ſhewn was really paid in the whole to 
4 I” the officers, tho* T hompſon Iwore 11S. was paid 


/ 


to one. 
* 29. I have theſe further particulars £ to add to 
© What has been before obſerved, concerning the ſums 
paid for procuring orders on aMidavirs, and getting 
boneh diſcharg*'d in the Exchequer.—The tums a- 
greed to, and paid by the Fitters to the deputy com- 
ptrollers predeceſſors in the buſineſs were 1 /. 1 5. for 
_ a bond not in procels, and 4 /. 1 5. for getting a bond, 
1n proceſs diſcharg'd, of which laſt ſum 27. 12 5. 44. 
was paid into the Exchequer. The deputy com- 
ptroller undertook the buſineſs upon the ſame terms, 
and at laſt ſettled a correſpondence direaly with the 
Exchequer, and as he had then no occaſion to pay, 
and employ an intermediate agent at London, he a- 
greed to diſcharge bonds, not in proceſs, for g 5. as 
he does at this time.—The ſums paid him for draw- 
ing an affidavit, adminiſtring the oath, ſtamps, and 
_ procuring orders to accept the duties, never exceed-. 
ed 75. and what is very remarkable [Todgkin the at- 
| torney 


[ 32 ]* 
torney had 105. 8d. paid him for doing the very 
fame buſineſs, at the very time when he wasftick- 
ling againſt the deputy comptroller, and charging - 
him with taking exorbitant ſums on this account, 
T have alſo ſeen a receipt of Hodgkin's wherein he 
charges 41. gs. for getting a bond of George Furdi- 
ſors, which was in procels, diſcharg'd. It is plain 
theſe matters were no part of the duty of an officer, 
and the deputy comptroller might have taken any 
® ſums the Fitters thought reaſonable, and would have 
| © agreed to, nor did he eves take an affidavit, or get 
= a bond diſcharg'd, but with the conſent, or at the 
| | ſpecialinſtance and requeſt of the Fitters and Maſters ; - 
( | and all who underſtand any thing of the matter 
know it is utterly improbable he ſhould, but when 
a few leading men go about a town with a petition, 
it is well known that any ſort of a ſtory of a cock and 
a bull, or a roaſted horſe is ſufficient ad captandum 
wulgus, and to get hands to it. 
30. It has been ſaid that the deputy comptroller 
took affidavits, and that a conſciencious man ought 
not to have taken them, if he were periuaded the 
maſters ſwore falſely.—To this I anſwer, that ſoon 
after he began to take affidavits, he diſcovered, that 
| the Maſters went overſca voluntarily, for, upon ex- 
amining them cloſely, ſeveral of them confeſs'd 
the truth, and ſwore accordingly, and paid the 
compoſition ; and for a long time he earneſtly EX- 
| horted them to ſwear truly : there was a time when 
| he was greatly exclaim'd againſt for putting the 
Maſters to this expence, by ſifting out the truth, 
and, upon recourſe to therecords of the Exchequer, . 
It will appear, that moſt, if not all the Maſters who 
made afhdayit at Sunderland, that they went overſea 
voluntarily, ſwore before him. And when he 
found that examinations, and exhortations, were 
vain and fruitleſs, and that Maſters were determin'd 
| to 
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to fear falſely, to avoid the compoſition, he re- 

reſented to the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms, the 
ill effets that had. ariſen, and might ariſe, from 
the practice, that proper means might be taken ta 
reſtrain or ſupprels it, as will appear by the letters 
and repreſentations in the hands of the commiſ- 


fioners : and this he did at a time when he received . 


very conſiderable profits and advantages (as he alſo 
docs at preſent) by drawing affidavits, and getting 


bonds diſcharged in the Exchequer. - Had he been 
the only perſon in town empowered to take theſe 


affidavits, his refuſing to take them might probably 
have given ſome little check to the practice, but as 


ſeveral officers of the cuſtoms, and all the attor- 


neys in town took them, his refuſal would only 
have obliged thoſe maſters who came to him, to 
apply to others, and would not have laid them un- 


der any reſtraint, nor put them to any inconveni- 


ence at all. It is pleaſant to obſerve in what diffe- 


rent lights the ſame action is placed, in order to 
ſerve different purpoſes : When an officer is to be 
 decry*d in acourt of juſtice, then his taking affi- 
_ davits gives Maſters an opportunity of perjuring 
_ themſelves, but when Fitters and Maſters are to be 


exaſperated, then he is too ſtrict, too rigid, and too. 
cloſe, in his examinations, and takes too much pains 
to come at the truth, and to ſubject Maſters to a 


compoſition by their affidavits. , 


31. It has alſo been aſſerted, ' that he was inſo- 
lent in the execution of his office.—So far is this 
from being true, that he diſtinguiſhed himſelf by 
his.condeſcenſions, and endeavours to oblige : he 
was always ready to examine the books for Fitters 
and Maſters, to anſwer any enquiries they made, to 
write to the ports upon the coaſt for any returns 


they wanted, in ſhort, to do any thing for them 


that was conſiſtent with his duty, inſomuch that the 
collector 


WT: 


colleor often expoſtulated, nay, ſometimes almoſt 

uarrelPd with him, upon that account: but he. 
outta complaiſance and politeneſs could never be 
blameable, and that they were very proper qualifi- ; 
cations for a ſuperior officer of the cuſtoms. Ir is 
true, that whenever it was attempted to, evade the 
duties of the crown, or the light-duties, or when-_ 
ever {ſmuggling was detected, he then ſpoke warm- 
ly, and acted vigorouſly —And probably this was 
inſolence. 

' 32. It has alſo been given” out, that he refuſed t to. 
let people know upon what account the money he 
' received (for he was entruſted with the collection 

of ſeveral light and pier duties) was due.—On the 
contrary, ſoon after his admiſſion, and many times 
ſince, he gave accounts in writing to feveral Fitters 
and Maſters, of the items, whereof the ſeveral 
clearing charges, and other charges conſiſted, when 
they requeſted itz and when the hurry of buſineſs 
would not permit giving an account in writing, he 
always gave verbal accounts ; and to the beſt of his 
knowledge and remembrance, he never once re- 
fus'd, when he was aſk*d, to tell any perſon, up- 
' on what account any money paid to him was due ; 
and for the truth of this, he appeals to all who 
ever paid him money at the cuſtomhoule. 

33. Endleſs would it be to take-notice of all the 
other idle reports that have been "circulated, but _ 
there is a ſummary way of evincing the falſity of 
them all, and that is, to trace ther 1 to the fountain 
| head; and that, I believe, will be found to be,the_ 
head of a man well known to teem with ſuch 
ſort of produttions : the fource being once known, 
will furniſh an antidote for its own poiſon. 

34. Such has been the conduct of this officer, 
and, I think, it is irreproachable; but the publick 
muſt and will determine, and to the publick he ap- 
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peals, — ad populum provecat. We have uſed no + 


unfair praCtices to gain a verdiCt the account given 
is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth : fa&ts are minutely circumſtanced, perſons 
are named and appealed to, and he deſires, he calls 
upon, nay, he challenges, any officers of the cuſ- 
toms, Fitters, Maſters or others, who have any 
knowledge of the fats, publickly to gainſay, con- 
trovert, or diſprove any part of what has been ad- 
vanced. ; 
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